APPENDIX I
proper subject of a patent. And, in my opinion, if the claim be
treated as limited in the way I have mentioned, the specification
was sufficient and free from objection. Now, was it anticipated ?
The only alleged anticipation that I think it necessary to say a
few words about is Mr. Nobel's own patent of 1875 for blasting
gelatine, above referred to. That was undoubtedly a very im-
portant invention. Thereby, for the first time in the history of
explosives, nitro-glycerine was mixed with nitre-cellulose so as to
form a new solid or quasi-solid product possessing the force of the
nitro-glycerine from which it was made, and yet freed to a great
extent, by reason of its solid or quasi-solid form, from the insecurity
attaching to the nitro-glycerine in its previously known forms.
The patentee's discovery was that by taking a small proportion
(about 7 or 8 per cent) of soluble nitro-cellulose and mixing it with
nitro-glycerine you could obtain a solid jelly which can be used
with comparative safety for blasting purposes, and that discovery
in effect he patented. Now it may be said that from this great
discovery it required no appreciative step or invention to arrive
at the conclusion that by increasing the proportion of the soluble
nitro-cellulose used you would obtain a more solid substance—that
is to say, one of a horny character—which could obviously be used
as a powder for propulsive purposes, and that, therefore, there
was no patentable invention in Mr. Nobel's discovery, the subject
of his 1888 patent. But the answer to this lies in the well-known
fact that the results of combining two or more chemical substances
in different proportions or by different methods may vary greatly,
and that it is impossible to predicate with any certainty, or without
experiment and research, from one result of combining two or
more substances in certain proportions what will be the result
of combining .them in different proportions or by a different method.
Mr, Nobel's patent of 1875 still left it open to anyone to discover,
if he could, that the effect of mixing nitro-glycerine and soluble
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